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Abstract

The research entitled The Myth of Online Communication in Gambling Websites aimed at studying
the relationship between the sign’s construction of the gambling websites under such ideological
domination as myth within the audience’s perception. The research methodology embraced an inter-
textual analysis for reality’s deconstruction.

The study, supported by Ramkhamheng University, synthesized three theoretical perspectives to be the
conceptual framework namely Mythologies, the Encoding Model of Communication, and the Simulation
concept. The research collected relevant data and information from the top four gambling websites, ranked by
Google, along with in-depth interviews of 12 receivers of the access of website exposures.

The study found that the websites mixed various signs, symbols, and indexes from realistic and
fantastic worlds for the reconstruction of a gambling reality. The sites were more attractive than real casinos
in the audience’s mind due to the image of infinite real-time, unlimited happiness, and high credibility.

Although all kinds of gambling are illegal and prohibited in the Thai society, the receivers recognized
the online gambling as an excited game without any negative feeling. They enjoyed gambling with the
sense of control and trustfulness over the hyper-reality of the game.

This simulation stemmed from the merger of the sign consumption and the ideological dominance
through the myth of maximization in capitalism, extortion in class strugsle, majority rule in democracy, and
freedom of value in the internet world. Therefore, the research recommended that media’s mobilization
for anti-online gambling campaign and online media literacy must be created to prevent millions of Thais
from gambling addiction.
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