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Thai Students' Perspectives on Media's Role

in Reporting the 2024 Senatorial Election
Cholticha Rodgunphai', Ronnaphop Nopsuwan?,

Dhanaraj Kheokao® and Dhanikcha Boonwattanopas®

Abstract

The research titled " Thai Students' Perspectives on
Media's Role in Reporting the 2024 Senatorial Election" aims to
analyze the content of media coverage on the 2024 Senate
election and explore students' perceptions of media reporting
during this election period. This study employs a qualitative
research approach, using content analysis of news reports from
three online news outlets—Channel 7 HD, 3 Plus News, and PPTV HD
36—from March to August 2024. Additionally, it utilizes the Free
Listing technique to collect in-depth data from a sample of university
students in Thailand. The findings indicate that the media plays a
crucial role in reporting on the Senate election. All three news
outlets place significant emphasis on covering this election, given its
unique crossover voting system. The content is organized into three
phases: pre-election, during the election, and post-election, with
the majority of reporting occurring in the pre-election phase. The
coverage mainly focuses on preparations, candidate introductions, and
strict guidelines regarding candidates’ self-promotion through the
media. The survey of student opinions reveals that most

respondents hold a positive view of the media's role, appreciating its

' Ramkhamhaeng University. E-mail: nette.cholti@gmail.com
? Southeast Bangkok University

3 ..
Academician
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neutrality, timeliness, and reliability. However, some students express

concerns regarding the media’s objectivity and the potential for it

to be used as a political tool.

Keyword: Senate Election, 2024 Senate Election News,
Role of the Mass Media, Thai students
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